CHAPTER XXIV
The Christian Minorities
THE most difficult problem which confronted
the Gendarmerie Supervising Officers was
caused by the relations between the Christians
and Moslems in Turkey. The more I saw of them,
the more complicated they appeared, and the more
difficult it became to arrive at just decisions.
The question of the Christian Minorities had its
roots in far-distant history. Its influence had spread
beyond Turkey and become part of the variegated tex-
ture of international diplomacy. The waves of Turkish
hordes of invaders, that resulted in the conquest of
Anatolia and the supremacy of the Osmanlis, had swept
over old civilizations that were stale and long since
diseased. They did not destroy them nor yet absorb
them, but often they borrowed their worst characteristics.
Thus, from the Byzantines, the Osmanlis took the
practices of fanning taxes and of ill-treating ambassadors.
The Turks made no attempts to absorb the Christian
communities that they conquered- As long as they
paid taxes and were obedient die Christians were allowed
full liberty to rule themselves. Thus it happened that,
while the Government of the Ottoman Empire was
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